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Pentecost 9 Year C: Faith is… 

Hebrews 11: 1–3, 8–16  Isaiah 1:1, 10–20  Luke 12:32–40  Ps 50  1-8, 

23-24     

The church house, the Rectory is right underneath the flight path 

to and from Adelaide airport depending on the prevailing winds 

of the day. I often hear the flurry of first flights as   business 

travellers leave around 6am for meetings in far-off cities.  

I pray for everyone on those planes, particularly because I do not 

like flying. It seems to me to require an enormous leap of faith to 

entrust my life to an airborne toothpaste tube for hours that feel 

endless and have confidence that we will all arrive safely at the 

desired destination.  

Those planes often remind me of a child who ran up to me in the 

playground when I was a school chaplain and announced 

proudly:  

“My Dad says you are crazy because you believe in Jesus, and 

you can’t prove any of it…”  I replied: “Your Dad is partly right,  

and I love talking about Jesus, so please ask him to come see me 

so we can talk about Jesus too.” 

What her father homed in on, and was probably uncomfortable 

with, was faith. The fact that my job, my life, is based on something 

that I cannot “prove”. It cannot be scrutinised by scientific 

method as observable, testable and repeatable.   

H.L. Mencken early 20th Century American writer said faith is the 

"Illogical belief in the occurrence of the impossible."  

Perhaps, it’s no wonder that the idea of faith in God makes many 

people uncomfortable! 

And yet, as those planes flying overhead every morning carrying 

hundreds of passengers demonstrate, faith is central to how we 

live our lives.  
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Every moment of the day, but perhaps without thinking about it, 

we believe in, we put our trust in all kinds of situations, people and 

things.  Because they have proved reliable before, we trust that 

they will function yet again in the way that we expect, and 

maybe hope.    

So, it is with faith in God; it cannot be said that our faith is based 

on nothing, because it is backed up by our own and others’ 

experience of God as worthy of trust, of being relied on to do and 

be as promised.     

Today’s NT letter includes what has become the classic definition 

of faith:  “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction 

of things not seen.”   

Authorship of the letter to the Hebrews is contested, but the writer 

is thought to be an intellectual convert from Judaism, So, a Jewish 

Christian writing to other Jewish converts who seem to have been 

tempted to “Judaise” the gospel or merge with a Jewish sect such 

as the Qumran community near the Dead Sea. 

That’s why the whole letter is heavy with references to the Jewish 

scriptures, our OT. In the passage we are considering today, the 

writer reminds his readers of some of the prominent personalities of 

God’s love story with the people of Israel, the heroes of the faith 

story that the Jewish Christians would have inherited.  

The author reminds his readers of these heroes and exhorts them 

to take encouragement from their example to remain steadfast in 

their own faith.  

They can be confident in their faith, because God is trustworthy as 

revealed in Jesus and in the faith heroes’ experience of God, he 

says.  

If you want a jaw-dropping example of faith as the "Illogical belief 

in the occurrence of the impossible" Abraham and Sarah quoted 

in verses 8-19 fit the bill.  
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They obeyed when God called them to set out for a place that 

they were to receive as an inheritance. Despite knowing nothing 

about that destination, they went, because they knew God. They  

knew that God could be trusted to take care of the details so long 

as they did their part, which was to be obedient and follow. A 

couple of advanced age setting out on a journey to an unknown 

destination in pursuit of an unlikely promise is surely an "Illogical 

belief in the occurrence of the impossible".   

Then there’s also God’s promise of a son to a barren woman well 

past child-bearing age and a man “as good as dead” as verse 12 

tells us. You will remember I’m sure that Sarah was aghast when 

she first heard, she laughed (Gen 18: 9-15). The old couple 

believed, despite all the observable and testable evidence to the 

contrary, because as verse 11 says: “he considered him faithful 

who had promised…”    

What is central to faith is not an act of will or an exercise of the 

intellect, but a relationship.  For Abraham and Sarah, for Noah 

and all the other heroes of the faith quoted in this chapter,  

personal experience of relationship with God who is loving, 

reliable and forgiving.  Faith is a relationship.   

Finally, an encouraging comment from Charles Spurgeon, 19th C 

English Baptist pastor and theologian that has great relevance for 

us at All Souls: He said: 

“What long arms faith has!”  

He was referring to the fact that in trusting the promises of God, 

each generation lays a foundation for those to come and 

reaches forward into the future to embrace the unseen fulfilment 

of things hoped for. This church building is filled with reminders of 

the generations that went before us.  
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We recall some of them in the parish remembrances in pew 

sheets; we have windows, pictures, wall plaques, names engraved 

on furniture and in glass, and we have traditions of worship, belief 

and practice shaped by our forebears. We inherit the fruits of the 

faith of those who went before us. 

And God and the Diocese willing, we are trying to be faithful to 

enhance and bequeath this building as a place for the 

community to worship to those who come after us as our Vision 

states, a place of: 

 

“Nurturing hearts, souls and friendships by creating space for 

contemplation, connection and community”. 
 

Amen 
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