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Sunday 29 May 2022: Celebrating the Feast of the Ascension 
 
Acts 1: 1-11         Lk 24: 44-53         Psalm 110         Eph 1: 15-23 
 
 
There is often a sense of expectation and some excitement when 
we prepare to celebrate the feasts and festivals of our faith: 
 
At Christmas we celebrate again God appearing in human form, 
come to be with us, God among us, God in our midst! 
 
Come Easter it is God, in Jesus in whom we rejoice, he who even 
died for us, and has come back to life. The Resurrection – Alleluia!  
 
 
But Ascension..? That is perhaps less obvious: What are we 
celebrating?  The disappearance of Jesus?  A vanishing act, like a 
magician?   
 
Scripture records that after the first Easter morning, the crucified, 
resurrected Jesus appears to many people, sometimes just two or a 
few at a time, sometimes to larger groups of people, including a 
crowd. When this happens, it is a transformative event.   
 
Some 40 days after the annual Jewish Festival of Passover, when 
the Crucifixion and Resurrection of Jesus took place, and about 10 
days before the annual Jewish Festival called Pentecost (which was 
always 50 days after Passover), Jesus... vanishes, swallowed by the 
clouds in front of his closest group of followers!  
 
Imagine the variety of responses among them:   
 
Waiting for the promised gift of the Holy Spirit coming upon them in 
a new way, perhaps a few are excited and look forward to that; but 
what will it be like, and when and how will it occur? 
 
Many are probably deeply sad, “bereft” even, a word used after 
someone’s death when the bereaved partner, spouse or friend just 
doesn’t quite know how they will cope or manage to carry on  
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I imagine that many feel similar emotions to those they experienced 
in the period between Jesus’ arrest, trial and crucifixion, and his 
resurrection: They just do not understand what has happened how it 
all seems to have gone so wrong, nor what will happen next and 
how it will all turn out.  
 
He has disappeared!  We wish he was here, now! And he promised: 
“I will not leave you as orphans”; he said he would send “the 
Comforter, the Spirit, to be with you”... well, get on with it then, we 
feel deserted – just like orphans!   
 
 
The American bishop and writer, William Willimon, tells the story of 
getting caught in a massive traffic jam caused by cars bumping into 
each other while the drivers were distracted, trying to watch a man 
climb the outside wall of the tallest building in Chicago. The eyes of 
the drivers were on the sky and not on the road, and as a result 
everything came to a sudden halt.   
 
Willimon comments that some Christians are like those drivers:  
“They're trying with all their might to keep their eyes on Jesus, but 
they don't notice the people around them.  Sometimes people get 
hurt as a result.”   
 
So where are we to look?  Jesus doesn’t just say “Wait”, nor does 
he rule out looking back; but not looking back to what we perceive to 
be “the glory days” in the hope of somehow restoring them. I have 
quoted before the Rev’s Soph R-C’s research paper on Adelaide 
Anglicanism that suggested that the glory days after which some 
people hanker were actually before I was born!  
The looking back that Jesus advocates is back to the teachings of 
the law and the prophets and the apostles. Why? In order to hear 
and understand the new ways of this Messiah who, rather than 
restoring a triumphant kingdom to crush Israel’s enemies as people 
hoped, instead forgives them!  
 
He opens his followers’ minds to understand the scriptures.  
 
Neither does he rule out looking to heaven, but it is not up to some 
remote and distant spiritual realm. There was a chorus popular in 



3 
 

the ‘80s that ran thus: “Turn your eyes upon Jesus and the things of 
the Earth will grow strangely dim in the light of his glory and grace.” 
 
I dislike it intensely as it seems to me a total denial of the 
incarnation, of what Ascension suggests and what Jesus did not rule 
out: Look for heaven on and in the Earth; look for the signs of God’s 
love and life breaking out in the most unlikely places all around us. 
Celebrate them and nurture them and bear witness to them as is 
part of our calling. Become more fully human. 
 
Equally, Jesus doesn’t rule out looking forward to what comes next 
and what is to be done now. However, it is not to a frantic busyness 
trying to do it all in our own power, but to a prayerful discernment 
that asks: “Where is God already at work around us, and what new 
thing is God doing – and how can we humbly co-operate with it and 
bear witness to it?” 
 
 
In a few minutes, we will gather at what we call the altar of the 
Lord’s Table, looking back to the crucified Christ AND forward to the 
banqueting table of heaven which this table is supposed to 
represent, AND around us to the body of Christ gathered in this 
place.  
 
So, if you still are not sure know where to look, then look to the 
community gathered around you at the Table of the Lord, and at the 
bread and the wine which speaks to us of all these things, past 
present and future, up down and all around.   
 
I want to conclude with a poem by Barbara Messner called The 
Mystery of the Ascension. 
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The Mystery of the Ascension 
 
Ascension Day: Acts 1:1-11, Luke 24:44-53 
 
There on the mountain top they find him gone – 
gone up, gone out, drawn in beyond our sight. 
Some doubt, some worship, hide and wait, move on; 
some wish to stay forever on the height. 
 
Was incarnation nothing but a play? 
Is God restored to God’s transcendent state 
where human flesh no longer has a say? 
Some judge God dead or tardy as they wait. 
 
Is God now absent, or so deep within 
our world, that we can live Christ’s way? 
Are we abandoned, or made more akin? 
Do we become Christ’s body in our day? 
 
No techno-marvel, nor a magic wand, 
transported Jesus to some other place: 
whatever happened draws this world beyond 
the bounds of finite life and time and space. 
 
How limited our skies and straining eyes! 
We peer beyond this day and night of earth; 
beyond the cloud we guess at God’s surprise: 
Christ’s Second Coming, New Creation’s birth. 
 Barbara Messner (2005?) 
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