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Palm Sunday 2022  

 

Isa 50: 4-

9a 

Luke 19: 

28-40 

Ps 31: 9-18 Phil 2: 5-11 Luke 23: 

1-49 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

Today we stand with Jesus at the start of a week that changed 

the course of Israel’s history. It can be said that it was a week 

that marked a watershed in all of human history, as the Gospel 

record describes a week that shook the earth.  

  

“The triumphal entry into Jerusalem” is recorded in all 4 gospels. 

It marks the last phase of Christ’s ministry which all takes place 

in Jerusalem from now on. One of the distinctive characteristics 

of this event is joy. What one commentator described as “a 

singular, remarkable, and exquisite joy that is at the very heart 

of the Judeo-Christian story and at the centre of the life of 

faith.” At times, this joy simply cannot be contained. It must 

break out as it does among the crowds greeting Jesus: 

 

“Hosanna! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! 

Hosanna in the highest!” 

 

Joy is often a strange blend of satisfaction or fulfillment and 

anticipation at one and the same time. Palm Sunday is a 

witness to this particular quality of joy. It is the story of Israel’s joy 

at seeing God breaking into the world, into people’s daily lives 

and doing a new thing, but also people’s expectant 

anticipation of what more God will do. 

 

This is one of the  events in the life of Christ that most of us know 

well, so I want to make just two points.   
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A deliberate act 

There were many times in Jesus’ ministry when he tried not to 

draw  attention to himself, tried to avoid confrontation so as to 

be able to continue his preaching, healing, teaching ministry.  

For example, he told people he healed like the deaf mute in 

Mark 7 and the blind man in Bethsaida in Mark 8 not to tell 

anyone what he had done.  

 

That is not the case here. The triumphal entry into Jerusalem is a 

deliberate act of provocation. Jesus does what he does the 

way he does it on purpose. He knows it will provoke the Jewish 

leaders to act against him.  

 

He knows the time is right for his ministry to start to move 

towards its climax.   

 

He deliberately uses actions and symbols associated with 

royalty, with the line of King David and with the long-awaited 

Messiah knowing that this will inaugurate the events of what we 

know as Passion Week. For example, David and Solomon rode 

on a colt so Jesus’ actions echo the words of the prophets Zech 

(9:9) and Isaiah (62: 11) which John records (12:15; Matt  21: 5): 

 

‘Do not be afraid oh daughter of Zion, 

see your king is coming 

seated on a donkey’s colt.’    

 

The Mount of Olives was also traditionally associated with the 

coming of God. This is why, as you may remember, a group of 

millenialists camped out there at New Year 1999 – expected 

Second Coming to happen at stroke of new millennium.  

 

Many people pick up the cues associated with royalty and 

respond in kind, laying down their cloaks and branches cut 

from trees including palms. Palm branches were used at the 

Feast of the Tabernacles, so there is historical precedent for this 

way of expressing praise and joy.  
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One source suggests that the use of palms to commemorate 

Christ’s entry into Jerusalem on this day was established in 

Jerusalem in the 4th Century when Cyril was Bishop.  

 

But what kind of Messiah? 

This is my second point: Although Jesus seems willing to be 

hailed as the Messiah, let us be reminded that the style of 

Saviour he presents is different from the expectations current at 

the time.  

As you are well aware, I am sure, Israel was waiting for a 

Messiah to deliver the people from their Roman rulers; a 

political, or nationalist leader, perhaps a violent social reformer 

to restore the nation’s former glory. This accounts for some of 

the people’s joy in welcoming Jesus. It is also behind the care 

he took all through his ministry not to allow himself to be forced 

into a mould. He had feared that people would misunderstand 

him if he claimed to be the Messiah, God’s anointed one too 

soon. He consistently countered people’s expectation with the 

Gospel, with kingdom values, kingdom ways of being and 

doing. He presented a picture of the peaceful king described 

in Zech 9:9.   

 

Perhaps the most striking image there is the king seated on a 

donkey’s colt. This is in stark contrast to the Roman triumph, a 

civil ceremony of ancient Rome in which a conquering Roman 

commander in a special painted toga would parade through 

the streets of Rome in a magnificent four-horse chariot with his 

army, captives, and the spoils of war. 

 

 

 

There have been allegations recently that the nation’s leaders 

may not be who we want them to be; perhaps not who we 

thought they were. Even more, suggestions that people around 

them were forced/coerced to comply with public behaviours 

and proclamations that they knew to be untrue. Or perhaps 

they chose to go along with it because of self-interest.   
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I was struck by the parallels with the events that we remember 

today. 

 

As he rode into Jerusalem with the shouts of “Hosanna!” ringing 

all around him, the palm fronds filling his vision, Jesus knew. He 

knew that these public behaviours and proclamations were 

hollow and untrue. Hollow because he turned out not to be the 

leader that people thought they wanted. Untrue because he 

knew that in only a matter of hours, many of these same 

people would be shouting: “Crucify him, crucify him!” 

 

And yet, he went along with it. He went along with all of it, 

accepted it, submitted to it. Why?  

Because that is the nature of God: Loving, forgiving self-

emptying, and that was the purpose of it all: To demonstrate to 

us in all the graphic horror of what was to come, that despite it 

all, despite us, God loves God’s creation, including us, and 

fiercely desires to come close to us; dearly longs for us to allow 

God to come close and love us; to allow ourselves to be – in 

Richard Rohr’s words – “found by God”. 

 

 

May that be our experience in this momentous week of weeks: 

That we allow God to come close and love us; allow ourselves 

to be “found by God” in a fresh, new way.  

  

 

AMEN 
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