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Gen 15: 1-12, 

17-18 

Ps 27 Phil 3: 17- 4: 1 Luke 13: 31-35 

 

Lent 2: “Seek my face!” 

 

On Wednesday of last week, Ash Wednesday, we held special 

services to mark the beginning of this Holy Season of Lent. 

 

An idea commonly associated with Lent and often explored during 

the season is Pilgrimage; a pilgrimage undertaken walking with 

Jesus as our companion on the road.  It is a  pilgrimage that joins 

the major narratives of our Christian faith: Christmas and Easter. 

 

This is because Jesus’ experience on earth began in vulnerability 

way in his birth and it ended in vulnerability on the cross. Lent is a 

crucial link between the two. 

 

The idea of pilgrimage, associated with Lent has its origins in the 

early centuries of the church when pilgrims first started to go to 

Jerusalem. Egeria, also called Etheria is attributed with writing a 

detailed account of a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in the late 

fourth Century, about the early 380s (en.wikipedia.org). 

 

  
 

Last year, Sara, Julie and I went on a pilgrimage of sorts, it could 

be said, when we walked sections of the Larapinta trail. As in life, 

so on pilgrimage, there were many reasons to kvetch, complain: It 

was cold, we had to get up early in the morning in the dark, there 

were no showers, it was cold, there were chemical toilets and at 

first some did not work very well, then stopped working altogether 

and smelled bad all the way through, there was no running water, 

it was cold…and… you get my drift… 

 

One of reasons why people love the Psalms is because they are 

honest enough to include lament like this. They express with such 
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honesty and beauty the discouragement we probably all 

sometimes feel in the face of life’s difficulties and sorrows; 

including the painful dismay of being betrayed by people were 

once thought were friends, or vicious attacks by people who hate 

us for apparently no good reason. 

 

The Psalm set for today,  Psalm 27, falls in the first of five major 

sections of the Psalms, which contains many psalms of  lament. 

Psalm 27 has an element of lament about it, but it is also a song 

that expresses confidence in God.  

Some scholars suggest that this psalm may have been two 

different texts put together by later editors because in the first  

verses there is a theme of trust and in the last verses a personal 

lament. However, other writers, including orthodox and Messianic 

Jewish Rabbis see it as a single, very thoughtful, very structured 

song composed by King David. 

They see  it taking the form of chiasm, a word  derived from the 

Greek letter Chi (pronounced “key”), which looks like our letter X. 

In this form, the text moves in toward a centre, and then back out 

again. The text in Hebrew has a different number of verses, so this 

is different from our English text:  

Chiastic (X) Structure in Psalm 27 

1 The Lord is my light and salvation… the defence of my life… no 

need to fear 

2-3 Deliverance from enemies/evildoers … yet I am confident 

4 Request: Lord, let me dwell in Your house… 

5-7 The Lord will lift me up 

8 “SEEK MY FACE!” 

9-10 The Lord will take me up 

11 Request: Lord, teach me Your way… 

12-13 Deliverance from enemies… yet I believe 

14 Wait for the Lord… be strong… take courage… wait for the 

Lord 

 

 

POWERPOINT 
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Notice what is at the heart of the Psalm in verse 8, our verse 10: An 

admonition to seek God’s face, God’s presence. Elsewhere in the 

scriptures David writes about, and Jesus demonstrated, the need 

to seek God’s face as the first priority of every day, at first light. 

David writes too about his perception of the benefits of this 

practice: You will make known to me the path of life; In Your 

presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand there are pleasures 

forever. (Ps 16: 11) 

Psalm 27 begins and ends with a statement of confidence in God, 

a timely reminder and comfort I suggest as we navigate uncertain 

and challenging times. And at the very centre is the Chi (key), pun 

intended: “Seek my face!”, which is not just the middle of the 

psalm, it is also the heart of the message.  

In the ancient world, before printing presses and online book sales, 

the oral tradition required people to be much better listeners than 

we are today. They knew instinctively when they were hearing the 

“key” or central kernel of a text of Scripture or of a message, and 

they knew that the lesson to be learned was right there – in the 

middle. And so, it is with Psalm 27, purposely crafted into the 

middle of the structure, waiting to be found by the diligent listener, 

is what the Rabbi calls “the precious gem”. This is what the listener 

is supposed to take away: God’s call to each of us to “Seek My 

face, seek My presence!”  

And that brings us full circle back to where we began, with Lent.  

 

The traditional Lenten disciplines of prayer, fasting and sacrificial 

almsgiving were not intended simply to help people feel better 

about themselves, burnish their halos or earn divine brownie 

points. They were – and are – designed to create space in time, in 

routine, in one’s interior being – soul space, if you like – to focus on 

exactly what the central message of Psalm 27 extols, as Rabbi 

Glenn says it:  
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“How do you do it? How do you seek the presence of Adonai? 

The truth is, we know what to do. We just need to do it. For most of 

us, the key is actually when to seek God’s presence. We know 

how: by quieting our hearts, putting aside distractions, opening 

God’s word, and reading, praying, and listening. But too often we 

just let the day happen to us. We need to seek God early in the 

morning when it is quiet. We need to seek God late at night, when 

it is quiet; when the phone (hopefully) isn’t ringing. 

“Just as we bring God the first of our earnings, doesn’t it make 

sense that we consecrate … the first of our time? And it isn’t only 

the right thing to do, but the beneficial thing. Seeking God 

Godself, God’s presence, is like the master key – it opens every 

door. It is the foundation for enjoying true shalom in a world so 

lacking shalom.”  
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