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Lent I Year C 2022: The Temptation of Christ  

Deut 26: 1-11 Ps 91: 1-2, 9-
16 

Rom 10: 4-13      Luke 4: 1-15 

 

All three of the Synoptic Gospel writers present the story of the 

Temptation of Christ at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, when it seems 

that he needs to decide how he will go about his mission. He is 

presented with the challenges of bread, kingdoms and pinnacle – or 

bread, pinnacle and kingdoms, depending on which Gospel it is. So, 

listen to a modern allegory. 

The Candidate  

Jack came from an old Australian lineage with an illustrious political 

pedigree. This was his first foray into politics so his family had sent its 

shrewd old aide and confidante to advise him in his first run. Nate 

Satanas had been adviser to Jack’s dad in his long and distinguished 

career, and to his father before him. 

“As I see it,” Nate told Jack, you’ve got three roads to winning this seat, 

mate: Sausage sizzles, the firm hand or flying circuses.” 

Jack frowned. He hadn’t been certain when his family insisted that he 

take on Nate Satanas as an adviser and he still wasn’t entirely sure 

about this gig in politics anyway.  

“Whaddaya mean?” he asked, suspiciously. 

“Simple,” Nate said. “Look at the demographics of this electorate: Covid 

has been rough on everyone, people have been hit hard by the 

economic downturn. Businesses have closed, hours are down for casual 

and contract workers. People are still doing it tough. You’ve got a 

generous war chest backing you up plus an army of willing volunteers, 

let’s roll out a progamme of “meet and greets” with free sausage sizzles. 

No one can resist the smell of a sausage sizzle, look how well the ones 

at Bunnings do! You’ll be a shoe-in!” 

Jack said nothing. 

After a lengthy pause Nate continued. 

“Well then, what about the firm hand?” 
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Jack’s frown deepened: “Given what’s going on in Ukraine, I reckon that 

sounds about as welcome as a monsoon would be in NSW or 

Queensland right now,” he said.  

“You’ve got a lot to learn, my young friend,” said Nate, shaking his finger 

knowingly.  

“Times of uncertainty and change are ripe for strong leaders. Look at the 

rise of new nationalism around the world. We’ve got a great team of 

policy wonks; work with them to develop a strong policy platform. 

Demonstrate to the voters that you are a firm, resolute leader with 

policies attuned to the times; that you aren’t afraid to make tough 

decisions. You’ll have them eating out of your hand.” 

This time the silence was even longer.  

Nate sighed deeply and lit a cigarette.  

“Please don’t smoke in my office,” said Jack, looking irritated. 

Nate ignored him. 

“Ok, well if you don’t like sausage sizzles or the firm hand all I’ve got left 

is flying circuses,” he said. 

Jack managed to look puzzled and horrified at the same time. 

“What on earth do you mean by ‘flying circuses’?”  

“Life is hard, man, entertain the people, make them happy, distract them 

from how lousy life can be. They’ll love you and they’ll vote for you.” 

“And how do you propose we do that?” asked Jack, resisting an eye roll. 

“Easy man, go big on proposals to lower taxes on smokes and booze, 

go easy on the casinos and pokies, pledge the return of the Adelaide 

500. No problem.” 

Nate finished his cigarette, a satisfied look on his face as if to say: “Man 

oh man, I’m good at this. My work here is done.” 

Jack sat in silence for a very long time. 

Then, a determined look passed across his face. He slapped his thigh, 

got up and headed for the door. 

 

“Where ya goin’?” Nate blustered, grabbing his things as if to follow. 
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Jack stopped him: “Don’t worry, thanks, I don’t need you. I’m going back 

to my hometown, to talk to the people; find out what matters to them. I 

want to show them that I really care. Then I’ll take it from here, thanks.” 

And he walked out, leaving Nate Satanas spluttering: “But, but, but…”   

 

 

There are many ways to interpret the story of the Temptation of Jesus. 

Some see it as a time of testing, a refining of Jesus’ character. Others 

see a moment of choices, as he is challenged to decide on his goals, 

motives, and the means that he will use to fulfil his destiny. Still others 

see a contest between good and evil.  

All of us are faced with choices, temptations if you like. Will we use 

seduction or subtle manipulation to get what we want and persuade 

others to do what suits us, and when that doesn’t work, exercise what 

power or authority we have, even resort to force if necessary? Or will we 

step back, reflect and try to resist the impulse of self-interest to consider 

the best interests of others, put others first?  

What does it mean for us to  “…‘Worship the Lord your God and serve 
only God.’”  
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