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Feast of the Transfiguration, last Sunday of Epiphany Year C 

Ex 34: 29-35 Ps 99 2 Cor 3: 12-4: 2      Luke 9: 28-36 

 

This last Sunday before the Season of Lent used to be called the Feast 

of the Transfiguration, now Transfiguration Sunday. It has inspired 

generations of artists 

  to         

Most Sundays during the Eucharistic prayer we recite the memorial 

acclamation: “Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again” 

in response to the invitation: “Let us proclaim the mystery of our 

faith.” 

So much of our faith is exactly that, a mystery. Today’s feast is just 
one example, not just the mystery of what happened, but also lots of 
questions surrounding it. 

One commentator noted that “The church has, at the same time, loved 
this story and not known what to do with it. It is mysterious — beyond 
our everyday experience — difficult to understand”. 

At its core, it is a revelation, an epiphany, which makes sense since  
we are on the last Sunday of the Epiphany season. It is a showing forth 
to the disciples (and to the church at large) of Jesus’ identity. It is 
God’s stamp of approval on Jesus and the path he has resolved on that 
will lead to the cross; one that he has just told the disciples about a 
few verses earlier (9: 21) resulting in a rebuke for poor old Peter in  
Matthew and Mark’s versions.  The kernel of this idea of epiphany is 
contained in verse 34ff: 

“While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them, … 
Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my 
Chosen; Listen to him!” 

We hear words similar to those at Jesus’ baptism (3: 22), “You are my 
Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased”, this time, with the 
addition of: “listen to him.”  
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It could be said that these few words sum up the Transfiguration:  God 
reveals Jesus as the Son of God who is more than just another Prophet, 
who is greater than Moses and Elijah who also appear, and greater than 
the Law and the Prophets that they symbolise.  

Jesus is the beloved, the one in whom God is well pleased, the one 
who teaches with God’s authority, the one to whom we should listen.   

In this encounter it is as if the three disciples catch a glimpse of far 
more of the reality of Jesus than they were used to seeing. He said and 
did some extra-ordinary things, but it does not seem to have been 
obvious to everybody that he was more than another prophet or 
another outstanding spiritual teacher. In this experience, they see a 
hint of the reality within.  

They see that Jesus is full of the glory of heaven. They see that he is 

even in conversation with the great teachers and leaders of the past, 

like Moses and Elijah. They see that the presence of God, often 

experienced in biblical history as shekinah, an awesome cloud, enfolds 

this Jesus and declares him to be the chosen Son of God, one to whom 

they should give their attention – and even more than they would give 

to Moses or Elijah. 

All of this was already true, but they could not see it before. Suddenly 

in these few, perhaps life-changing minutes, they can see a whole lot 

more reality than they had ever seen before.  

And then just as they are casting about for a way to capture the 

moment, to preserve it for safekeeping, to build something to 

somehow hold onto this amazing experience and make it permanent, it 

is over (9: 36). Everything looks normal again, but now they know … 

they know that there are depths of reality that do not usually meet the 

eye. 

Show and Tell 

When I was a school chaplain, one of my most favourite things was 

Show and Tell. If I could, I would sneak into the back of these lessons 

to see what marvels the students presented, what objects or 

discoveries had captivated them enough to share with their peers.  
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Courtesy of Peter Nutter’s grandsons Angus and Thomas, I want to do a 

Show and Tell for you. Do you know what this is? It is a Transformer 

DEMONSTRATE.  

This is Optimus Prime, the Transformer: 

 

 

 

Transformers are vehicles, but they are also robots, they are both.  

They have a two-fold nature, both aspects of their being are present in 

their make-up. 

Bumblebee is my favourite: 

          

Transformers are a wonderful sermon illustration for the Feast of 

Transfiguration because they illustrate that what happened to Jesus 

was not something done to him, something that came from outside of 

him.  

It was simply a manifestation of what was present in him, his fullness 

of being as both God and human. It had been and was, always there, 

the disciples just could not see it. The capacity to be transfigured 

never went away, it was always present in this Son of God, full of the 

glory of heaven, it was just not manifest. 

That is why this feast is such a wow! for us, I want to suggest. 
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Although the proportions are obviously completely different, we have a 

dual nature too, as humans created in the image of the Divine, we 

have the Spirit of the Creator present in each of us. We are capable of 

transfiguration, transformation.  

We just cannot see it all the time; perhaps we struggle to recognise it 

in ourselves and others, at all, ever.  

So when and under what circumstances do you manifest your godliness? 

When do you transfigure so that the presence of God that is within you 

is made manifest?  

When have you experienced the transfiguration of someone else? 

Pray God to help us grow more and more into our godliness and grow in 

us – also – the eyes of the Spirit to see the glory of heaven in others. 

Amen 
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