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Presentation of Christ, Epiphany 5  6/2/22 

Mal 3 1-4;  Psalm 24  Hebrews 2 14-18  Luke 2 22-40 

The Feast Day celebrated on Wednesday this past week, reminds 

us of a truth which we seem often to forget: That is, that Jesus was 

– is – a Jew. So today’s Gospel recalls the Presentation of Christ in 

the Temple, or Candlemas, as it used to be known. 

The Gospel verses paint a picture of a family who are devout 

Jews.  As required by the Law, Jesus would have been 

circumcised after 8 days as required by the Covenant with 

Yahweh, and now, 40 days after his birth, the whole family goes to 

the Temple to participate in further ritual requirements. As the first-

born male, he is dedicated to the Lord, as the text says: 

“designated as holy to the Lord” as laid out by the Law recorded 

in the Book of Exodus: “You will dedicate to the Lord every new-born that 

opens the womb; and every firstborn male of your animals will belong to the Lord” Ex 

13:12)   

This ritual marks the male child as a descendant of Abraham, and 

also as the son of the father - in this case, Joseph. In a patriarchal 

culture this marking was – is – significant and crucial for securing 

the place of the child and his mother in the community.   

You may know this feast day as Candlemas Day taking a cue from 

Simeon’s words “a light for revelation”, which signalled his vision of 

great light in Jesus. Many churches used to mark this day with a 

celebration of light: a Candle Mass, so priests blessed the candles 

that would be used in the year ahead. It coincides also with the 

Northern Hemisphere’s emergence from winter, moving towards 

Spring and the lengthening of light in longer days.  

Perhaps in the words of that devout old man, Simeon, you 

recognised the Song of Simeon or the Nunc Dimittis which is still 

used in the service of Evening Prayer (pg 31).  

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/Exodus/13:12
http://www.usccb.org/bible/Exodus/13:12
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In the Temple the holy family encounters another deeply spiritual 

old Jew, the prophet Anna, who has “never left the temple but 

worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day” (v 37) for possibly as 

much as 50 years.  

So, this story gives us a snapshot of the worship practices of 4 

devout Jews more than 2 000 years ago, centred around activities 

related to the birth of a first child. Nothing particularly remarkable 

about that, really, as one commentator noted: “This is common 

garden-variety faithfulness to the prayers and little ritual 

observances that make up the spirituality of the ebb and flow of 

ordinary everyday life.” – Nettleton   

 

After the fantasmagorical  events surrounding the birth of this 

baby, Mary and Joseph might be expected to be looking for 

another spiritual high, another momentous God experience. But 

they simply pick up the rituals of their faith and comply with Israel’s 

time-honoured religious traditions by taking their son up to the 

temple in Jerusalem. Nothing particularly remarkable about that.  

Similarly, Anna and Simeon: Examples of two people whose 

faithful, day-by-day practice of “the spirituality of the ebb and 

flow of ordinary everyday life” has resulted in their old age in  

extraordinary sensitivity to the subtle movements of the Spirit of 

God. Simeon is guided to show up in the Temple to witness what 

he has waited and longed for: The promised Messiah; and Anna 

comes in at just the right moment and also, immediately, 

recognises just who this baby is.  

Compared to the nativity story, nothing really spectacular 

happens in this reading. It's just life settling back into normal 

routines after the divine  disruption of Christmas. In the settling 

back are these little glimpses of the two ends of the life of people 

who dedicate themselves to the things of God.  
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At one end, a new baby already being welcomed into the 

devotions of faithful people; And, at the other end of life, these 

two elderly people whose lives have been shaped and refined by 

a constant rhythm of prayer and worship. 

Four ordinary people, defined by their faith commitment, who find 

God, or more precisely are found by God, because they simply 

keep on keeping on – they simply show up for what matters to 

them.  

 

 

I want to suggest that this story is important, particularly in this time 

of on-going disruption, and uncertainty when people feel anxious, 

perhaps lost a little bit – or maybe even a lot. It  reminds us that we 

are defined by the things that we “show up for”; our 

commitments, the things at which we keep on keeping on.  

 

The things that we put time, money and effort into are the things 

that define us; the relationships or activities, perhaps, that give our 

lives meaning and purpose. The ordinary, sometimes mundane, 

perhaps even boring practice of simply showing up to the things 

that are important to us. Showing up to the reality of our lives.    

 

It stuns me to think that we have been on this roller-coaster Covid 

ride for two years now. It is almost two years since the lockdown in 

early 2020 that cancelled Lent and Easter of that year. 

Consequently, it may be helpful to reflect on, and give thanks for, 

the things that we have showed up for, that have kept us going 

through this time.  

 

Because, perhaps camouflaged, even hidden, in those practices 

and experiences in the routine of our lives, within the daily ordinary 

is the Divine Other, the great I Am. 

 



 

P
ag

e4
 

 I have often quoted Richard Rohr who says: “God comes to us 

disguised as our lives” and “If you look at the ordinary for long 

enough, it becomes extraordinary”. 

In the things that we show up for, God waits patiently to reveal to 

us Godself, and ourselves, so may we take the time to look at the 

ordinary of our lives long enough to see in it the extraordinary and 

pray for the spiritual eyes of Anna and Simeon to see “God 

disguised as our lives”.  
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